
 
 

Plenary Speakers  

 

Professor Daniel Nocera  
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, United States of America 
 
Daniel G. Nocera is the Henry Dreyfus Professor of Energy and Professor of Chemistry, 
Director of the Solar Revolutions Project and Director of the Eni Solar Frontiers Center 
at MIT. He studies the chemistry of renewable energy. He has discovered a solar fuels 
process that captures many of the elements of photosynthesis outside of the leaf. His 
recent efforts are devoted to bringing carbon-neutral, personalized energy to the poor 
and those of the non-legacy world. 
  

 

Professor David Parker FRS  
University of Durham, United Kingdom 
 
David Parker is a native of the North-East of England and graduated with a First in 
Chemistry from Oxford University in 1978. He completed a D.Phil with Dr John M Brown 
in 1980 on mechanistic studies in asymmetric catalysis. Following a NATO post-doctoral 
fellowship with Prof Jean-Marie Lehn in Strasbourg, he returned to Durham to take up a 
Lectureship in Chemistry in 1982 and was promoted to a Professorship in Chemistry in 
1992. He received the RSC Hickinbottom Fellowship for 1988/9, the Corday-Morgan 
Medal and Prize in 1989, the ICI Prize in Organic Chemistry in 1991, the RSC 
Interdisciplinary Award in 1996, a Royal Society Leverhulme Trust Senior Research 
Fellowship (1998/9), the inaugural IBC Award for Supramolecular Science and 
Technology in 2000, the first RSC award for Supramolecular Chemistry in 2002, and a 
Tilden lectureship and Silver Medal in 2003. 
In 2002 he was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society. He has held several visiting 
Professorships and named lectureships and served as the Chairman of the Chemistry 
Department at Durham in 1995-8 and 2003-6. 
 

 

Professor Dr Nils Metzler-Nolte  
University of Bochum, Germany 
 
Nils Metzler-Nolte (né Metzler) obtained his Ph.D. from the University of Munich in 1994. 
After a postdoctoral year with M. L. H. Green in Oxford, he started independent research 
at the Max-Planck-Institut for Bioinorganic Chemistry. In 2000, he was appointed 
Professor for pharmaceutical and bioinorganic chemistry at the University of Heidelberg. 
Since 2006, he holds the chair of Inorganic Chemistry at the University of Bochum. His 
research interest is in bioorganometallic chemistry and functional metal bioconjugates, 
including aspects of medicinal inorganic chemistry. His work has been recognized by 
several fellowships, awards, and guest lectureships. He is serving the community and 
his University in several functions, e. g. as an editorial advisory board member of EurJIC 
and Applied Organometallic Chemistry, Speaker of the DFG-funded Research Unit 
"Biological Function of Organometallic Compounds", steering committee member of the 
COST D39 action, Chairman of the 5th International Symposium on Bioorganometallic 
Chemistry in Bochum in 2010, and as Speaker of the Research Department "Interfacial 
Systems Chemistry" at the same University. 
 



 

Professor Polly Arnold  
University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom 
 
Polly L. Arnold obtained a BA from Oxford in 1994 and D.Phil in 1997 from Sussex. She 
was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship for postdoctoral research at MIT, and returned to 
the UK to a lectureship at the University of Nottingham in 1999. She moved to the 
University of Edinburgh 2007, and was promoted to chair in 2009. Recent awards 
include the Bessel Prize from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, the Chancellor's 
prize of the University of Edinburgh, the Sir Edward Frankland Prize Lectureship from 
the UK Royal Society of Chemistry, and a Leadership Fellowship from the UK EPSRC. 
Her group is interested in small molecule activation reactivity by organometallic f- and d-
block complexes and their applications in fundamental bonding studies and 
homogeneous catalysis. 
 
  

 

Professor Ken Raymond 
University of California, USA 
 
Kenneth N. Raymond received a B.A. in 1964 from Reed College in Oregon. Prior to his 
Ph.D. from Northwestern University he began his faculty appointment at the University 
of California at Berkeley on July 1, 1967. There he has remained, becoming Associate 
Professor in 1974, Professor in 1978 and Chancellor’s Professor in 2006. He has served 
as Vice Chair of the Berkeley Chemistry Department (1982-1984 and 1999-2000), Chair 
(1993-1996) and been a visiting professor or lecturer at many universities around the 
world. For his work in bioinorganic and coordination chemistry he was elected to the 
National Academy of Sciences in 1997 and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
in 2001 and has received a number of major awards including the DOE Ernest O 
Lawrence Award (1984), the American Chemical Society Alfred Bader Award in 
Bioinorganic or Bioorganic Chemistry (1994), the Izatt-Christensen Award in Macrocyclic 
Chemistry (2005) and the ACS Award in Inorganic Chemistry (2008). Professor 
Raymond is a member of the editorial boards of several journals in the fields of inorganic 
and bioinorganic chemistry. In addition to his academic appointment on the University of 
California campus, he is a cofounder (2001) of Lumiphore Inc., which utilizes new 
luminescent agents developed in his laboratory, and Faculty Senior Scientist of the 
Chemical Sciences Division and Director of the Seaborg Center, Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory. 
 

 

Professor Susumu Kitagawa  
Kyoto University, Japan 
 
He received his Ph.D. at Kyoto University in 1979. After Associate Professor at Kinki 
University, he moved to Tokyo Metropolitan University in 1992 as Professor of Inorganic 
Chemistry. He was invited in Kyoto University as Professor of Functional Chemistry in 
1998. His main re¬search fields are coordination chemistry, focusing on chemistry of 
novel molecularly organic-inorganic hybrid compounds, particularly porous coordination 
polymers. He received the Chemical Society of Japan (CSJ) Award for Creative Work 
(2003), the Japan Society of Coordination Chemistry Award (2007), CSJ Award (2008) 
and Alexander von Humboldt Research Award (2009). He was a leader of MEXT Grant; 
Priority Area, “Chemistry of Coordination Space (2004 -2007)” and is a leader of ERATO 
program, “Integrated Pores” and a deputy director of iCeMS. He is an International 
advisory board member for Inorg.Chem.,Chem.Comm., Chem.Asian J., Chem.Mater., 
Inorg.Chim.Acta, Coord.Chem.Rev., CrystEngComm, Eur.J.Inorg. Chem., Chem.Lett. 
and Topic Editor for Cryst.Growth Design. 
 
  



 

Professor Vivian WW Yam  
The University of Hong Kong, Peoples Republic of China 
 
Professor Vivian W.-W. Yam obtained both her BSc(Hons) and PhD from The University 
of Hong Kong, and is currently the Philip Wong Wilson Wong Professor in Chemistry 
and Energy and Chair of Chemistry there. She was elected to the Member of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences and Fellow of TWAS, the Academy of Sciences for the 
Developing World. She was the recipient of the RSC Centenary Medal, the State Natural 
Science Award of PR China, and the Japanese Photochemistry Association (JPA) 
Eikohsha Award. Her research interests include the photophysics and photochemistry of 
transition metal complexes and clusters, supramolecular chemistry, and metal-based 
molecular functional materials for luminescence sensing, optoelectronics, optical 
memory and solar energy conversion. 
  

  
RACI Inorganic Division Burrows Lecture  
 
The 23rd Inorganic Award of the RACI, the Burrows Award, will be presented at the close of ICCC39. The Award 
commemorates George Joseph Burrows (1888-1950) who made many important contributions to coordination 
chemistry during his academic career at the University of Sydney, especially in the field of metal-tertiary arsine 
complexes. The Burrows awardee’s scientific work published in the past 10 years, together with other evidence of 
his or her standing in the international community are the relevant criteria. A major portion of the recipient’s 
research must have been carried out in Australia and/or New Zealand.  

 
 
  

 


